Study 12

Jesus has power over a demon-possessed man

Read Mark 5v1-20
Jesus leaves the Jewish area and enters Gerasenes, showing that he is not the saviour of one country alone but of the whole world (John 4:42). And what a welcome he receives!

Difficulty

You might find this passage a little difficult to understand. It is not too often that you meet a person like this. We need to see how we all can give place to the Devil. When a person loses their temper, drinks too much or takes drugs, they damage relationships which are important to them, they hurt themselves, if not physically then emotionally and they are often impossible to control. All people are capable of giving the devil a point of entry. And the devil is a cruel enemy.

Terror

What a terrifying scene! This man is totally controlled by evil spirits whose purpose is to kill and destroy (John 14:10). Anything that could be done humanly had been done for him. But he continued to torture himself and to live amongst the dead. Here is evil in its worst form but even the "evil spirits believe...and shudder" (James 2:19). This man cries out in fear when he sees the Son of the Most High God in all His power and holiness.

Jesus exposes the evil spirit which is hidden from the natural eye and demands to know his name. (In the bible a name stands for the nature of a person, e.g. Jesus means Saviour). This poor man is called Legion as he is controlled by a whole army of evil spirits. There are clearly degrees of possession and this man is an extreme case.

Love and power

They wanted to be left alone (v.7) but Jesus loved Legion so much he said no to their prayer. The evil spirits were sent by Jesus into the herd of pigs and immediately destroyed them showing the people the reality of evil.

Jesus not only has the power to help Legion but he has the power to put him in his right mind (verse 15). When Jesus saves he does not brain wash. People are able to behave as God created them to. Jesus then leaves the area giving this man instructions to tell others about him. Jesus calls some to be preachers but most people who are Christians show the love and power of Christ in their daily lives in front of others. Verse 20 shows that even though he was alone God used him in his witness.

Time to think

1.
What would you say to someone who is tempted to follow Satan?

2.
What evidence is there that the demon-possessed man was healed?

